ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA

STEVEN T, KUYKENDALL, CALIFORNIA

DON SHERWOOD, PENNSYLVANLA

ANDREWY K. ELLIS, STAFF DIRECTOR

SUSTAIN AMERICA’S ALL-VOLUNTEER MILITARY FORCE
REFORM MILITARY HEALTH CARE

VOTE “YES” ON H.R. 4205, THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2001

Dear Colleague:

H.R. 4205 meets two major national security challenges-head on.

First, it reforms the military health care'system so that it can promote - not detract from -

readiness, recruiting and retention. H:R. 4205 breaks down numerous barriers to access for
active and retired military people and their families, restores access to a nationwide prescription
drug benefit for all 1.4 million military retirees over age 65, sets the stage for providing
Medicare-eligible military retirees a permanent health care program in fiscal year 2004, adds
more than $280 million to the Defense Health Program to fund new benefits, and promotes -
reforms that will save more than $500 million over five years. :

Second, H.R. 4205 aggressively attacks the major challenge of sustaining the viability of

America’s all-volunteer military forces. Therefore, it contains numerous recommendations for
improved pay, bonuses and benefits that not only continue the broad-based approach that
Congress endorsed last year to improve the overall economic standing of military people and

their families, but also targets certain specific problems like recruiting and retention and military
people on food stamps. '

toughest problems confronting our military today.

Thus, H.R. 4205 contains a strong, comprehensive set of initiatives that fix some. of the

I urge you to vote "YES" on H.R. 4205.

 Siyes-
Steve Buyer

Chairman
Military Personnel Subcommittee
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